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In. this paper some biolog ical characteristics and )

»pecullaritlss in the distrlbution of such sPecies as

Polimetme corythacola, Hoplostc+hus medlterraneus, Helicolenu5~

'dactyLOpterus Beryx splendens BeJ decadacty~us are considered.

;The baslc material vas collected durﬁng the expedition of the

jAtlantNIRO R/V RTM BPLOCORSK in Sepfember—November 1972

ioff the Nbrtn-West Africa (flg.1). he se

s oP hauls by a :

lbottom trawl were ful?llled accordln0 to a previously

fconstructed scheme each 20 mlles at dlfferent deptns (to 600 m).

:In sampllng a routlne method was used.,The maturlty stages of

_jsexual products were determlned by a six—grade scale.

: Polim'étme corythacola (Alcock,. ~1893)(Gono'stomidae);:‘

Bathypelagle schooling fish oecurrlng to the.north of 24°N

*at the depth below ;70 m (flg.1),_abundant southward of 30°N

v'at the depths of 4;O~525 m (flg.Z) It was aleo recorded on the

Concepclon Bank.

The 1ength reaches 24 cr, In the populatlon the females '

'predomlnate. The maleu are 1ese nnmerous and om smaller size._

'”Maxlmhm length of mqles is 16 cm. The males are mature at the
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length of 10~12 cm, while females at- 10~15 cm - (fis.B) Immature
fish vias available in the yield taken southward of 31°N (fig.4).

. “he sexual products were mainly in maturity stage IV
(70—00%) in the nortnern area being found about aof of spent
‘fish. Around the Cape Juby the spawnlng was reoorded at the
*depth of 400-550 m,‘uhere running females were caught (stages
'J:v-v and V).

Hoplostethus mediterraneus C.V. (Trachichthydae,
AR R Beryciformes)

LR

Widely distributed at tne depths of 250 to 600 m’ (flg.5)

M(p0881bly deeper) In the south can be found 1n great numbers
at lesser depths. s
1 . Though the fish of‘varlous length is found at different
depuhﬂ, it should be noted that bhe larger individuals keep to
;;greauer‘depths (flg.G)
;':*\ The len?th reaches 26 cm (fi .7) The 51ze of males and
*females 18 almost similar. The sex ratio is 1 1. The maturation
.perlod is prolonged he males begin to mature at the length of
10.. cm and females at 14 cm. Maturstion is completed at the g
glength of 22 cm.__ *T* B s R s ‘.
Most dense concentrations were. recorded to the south of
26°N (fig.8) Size composition considerably differs by areas.
:-Smsller immature fish is more. obundant in most cases. The |
producers were predomlnant in the south._f"‘;—~ o ,.M“
"In Hovember-December thc "exual produc sjin mature fish
were mainly in stage IV. The spawning occurs in the area of

tCape Ghir and Cap Blarc at the depths of_380-625 m. Spawning
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figh wag glsbiqaugntfinqiiiaually_gtglessér“a9pths;qf;15b41son;

Bervx splendena lowe (Berycidae Berycifofo"mes)

oooooooooooooooooooo -l

Recorded 1n twoeueas (flg.9) Most numerous to the south

‘of 25°N. Occurred at depths from 200 to 550 m (ftg.10) and at

lesser depths southward of 25°V.4
The fish of 21-25 cm.in length predominated (fig.11)

Sexual products we v’ in maturity stage II.

Bervx decadactylus Suoier

Unlike “the above Specles this flsh was recorded only

?southuard of 25 °N (flg.9) It also occurred 1n the catches
;talen £ rom. the Concepcion Bank. Inhablts the depth range from‘.
_1250-500 m. Less abundant as compared w1th Bf splendens The '
‘fcatches included flsn frow 23, to 43 em (fig.12) The sexual

iproduc+s were in maturlty etage II

' Helicolonus dactyiopferys}(Delarocne)(saorpaenidae)L7

~H1de1y distrlbuted. Thc 1arges« concenurations recorded

in the Cap Blenc area (flg.13) Oocurs at deptha from 100 to- 600m
1.(p0u8 bly deeper) In the southern area keeps to lesser depthe
1'5(flg.14). Yo dependence of 51ze upon depth is marked (fig.15)

'The uaTes begln to mature at 18 cm and females at 21 cm.‘The

muturatlon LS fully completed at 24 cm. The spawning was:
observed 1n ‘he Cdp Blanc area at the depth of 480: m. |
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- LIST OF.PIGURES "

 Fig.1. The: operational area of the: AtlantNIRO R/V RTM
| "BELOGORSK in-1972.

;Fig.Z,’The occurrence at various depths on the North-West
‘African shelf.;,_. | "‘tp'tﬂ 'A. ’:' |
Fig.B.-The length-sex structure of P. corJthacolat:_rxp

Figa4.uThe dlstrlbutlon and length structure of P. corytnacola.j_

Fig.h. "The occurrence of Hoplostethus medlterraneus at

' varlous dep*hs of the North~West Afrlcan snelf.

Pig.6. The distributlon of H mediterraneus of dlfferent length
’ (modal olasses) dependlng on uhe depth.

FPigeTe The length—sex structure of.Hoplostethus mediterraneus.«
Fig.B The distr*burlon and length structure of H. medlterraneus.

Flg.9 The dlstribution of B. splendens and B. decadactylus (+)
on the North—West A’rlcan shelf

PFig.10. The dlstrlbutlon of B.‘splendens at various deoths of the ,‘
1 ‘ North-Wes Afrlcan shelf S '

; Fig 11 The leno'th structure of Beryx splendens. ' : .
~.F1g.12. The length structure of Beryx decadactylus."
‘ Fig.13. The distrlbutlon and 1ength etructure of H. dactylopterys.
‘Flg. 14. The distribution of H. dactylopterys at varlous depths
; of the Jorth-Uest Afrlcan shelf._*w A
.Fig. 15. The distrlbuuion of H. dactylopterus of different length

(modal class) depending on. the depth.
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